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Provisional Program 2009
STS forum 6th Annual Meeting in Kyoto

Sunday, October 4, 2009 

Monday, October 5, 2009 

Tuesday, October 6, 2009 

As of October 16, 2008

Modalities for Participation :
Participation upon invitation only (invitation requests can be submitted throught our website).
Participants are requested to make their own travel arrangements to the venue.
Participation fee : US$1,000 (business) ; US$500 (other).

For more infrmation, please contact: STS forum (Non-Profit Organization)
Sanno Grand Building 419, 2-14-2 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0014, Japan
Tel: (81-3) 3519-3351  Fax: (81-3) 3519-3352  E-mail: information@stsforum.org  URL: http://www.stsforum.org

The explosive progress of science and 
technology up to the 20th century brought 
prosperity and enriched the quality of life for 
much of mankind. 

However, the advance of science and 
technology raises important ethical, safety 
and environmental issues: possible nega-
tive applications are threatening man-kind’s 
own future. Since progress in science and 
technology is expected to accelerate and 
will be necessary for sus-tainable human 
development in the 21st century, wisdom 
must be exercised to keep it under proper 
control.

In that sense, the most pressing problems 
we face today include harmonizing 
economic development with global 
war-ming; preventing terrorism; controlling 
infectious diseases; and assessing the 
potential health benefits and ethical factors 
relating to cloning technology. Inter-national 
efforts to address these problems are 
needed now more than ever. This is really 
what symbolizes the “lights and shadows of 
science and technology.” Opportunities 
need to be taken, but the risks must also be 
controlled. Health, meeting energy needs, 
and many other  aspects of human welfare 
are dependent on continued progress in 
science and technology.

At the same time, the benefits of science 
and technology are not reaching a major 
part of the world’s people. The barriers to 
seizing the opportunities for using science 
and technology to solve the problems of 
humankind need to be discussed. 

Because the problems we face today are 

becoming increasingly complex against the 
backdrop of globalization and inter-national 
competition, they are beyond the control of 
any single country. 

These issues are also beyond the control of 
the scientific community alone, because 
many of the problems will find solutions 
through changes in social systems, inter-
national collaboration, global networks, and 
the building of common rules. 

The time has come for not only scholars and 
researchers but also policy makers, business 
leaders and media leaders from all over the 
world to meet and discuss science and 
technology issues in the 21st century.  

The Science and Technology in Society 
forum aims to provide a new mechanism for 
open discussions on an informal basis, and 
to build a human network that would, in time, 
resolve the new types of problems stem-
ming from the application of science and 
technology. The forum community will also 
explore the opportunities arising from 
science and technology, and address how to 
remove the barriers to using science and 
technology to solve the problems facing 
humankind. 

Forum members are expected to participate, 
not as representatives of their country or 
organization, but as individuals ex-pressing 
their own views. This forum is not necessar-
ily a platform for specialists to unilaterally 
convey their knowledge, but rather an oppor-
tunity for real dialogue among peers. Partici-
pants should also undertake cross-border 
activities towards the establishment of shared 
values and com-mitment for the future. 

Fundamental Concept

Science  and  Technology  in  Society  forum: Lights  and  Shadows

A more detailed program will follow shortly.

Registration opens at the Kyoto International Conference Center (ICC Kyoto)
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The Fifth Annual Meeting of the Science and Technology in Society forum was held in Kyoto from Oct. 5 through 7, 2008, under the overall 
theme of "Science and Technology: Lights and Shadows."

* Please visit our website www.stsforum.org for more details.

91 countries and international organizations were represented
Over 750 leading scientists, including 5 Nobel Laureates, policymakers, including 29 ministers in charge of Science and Technology, 
business executives and media leaders attended the program 
Main themes of this year's discussions were: "Harmony with Nature" and "How is ICT affecting Humankind?" 
A Statement, available on our website, was also issued on the last day of the STS forum.
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